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enefis Healthcare Foundation is pleased to
announce a Kresge Foundation Challenge
Grant has been awarded in the amount of
$750,000 toward the construction of The

Sletten Regional Cancer Institute. The Foundation
began an aggressive capital campaign January 1, 2004 
to raise funds for The Sletten Regional Cancer Institute.
With a total cost of nearly $20 million, Benefis
Healthcare Foundation has made a commitment to 
the hospital to provide $8.5 million toward the 
project. To date the Foundation has raised $6,922,448.
In order for the Foundation to receive the $750,000
Challenge Grant from The Kresge
Foundation we must raise $827,552 
by December 31, 2005. 

The Kresge Foundation only awards challenge grants 
to projects that have already raised significant funds
toward the goal of that project. After a rigorous review
process, worthy applicants are awarded the grant with
the stipulation that remaining funds needed to reach its
goal must be raised within a certain time frame, assuring
completion of the project. (See back page for story on
Kresge Foundation.)

“The award of a Kresge Challenge Grant is such a 
wonderful reflection on our community and region. 
The Kresge Foundation has made a very positive
statement about The Sletten Regional Cancer Institute,
the community of Great Falls and the region,” states
Kathy Rice, Foundation Board Member and Capital
Campaign Chair.

“The process of applying has been
worth it. The Kresge Foundation is
very thorough, and it has required us
to formalize the campaign, which has
been an extremely valuable exercise.
Now that we have been awarded the
grant, it allows us to expand and
strengthen our donor base. Our desire
is to connect with members of the
community and region that have been
touched by cancer in some way and
gain their support for The Sletten
Regional Cancer Institute,” states
Dennis Peterson, Executive Director 
of Benefis Healthcare Foundation.
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Construction is well underway for The Sletten Regional Cancer Institute.Construction is well underway for The Sletten Regional Cancer Institute.
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Foundation Launches Public Campaign
Thanks to The Kresge Foundation Challenge Grant, the 
Foundation is launching an extensive public campaign to 
raise the additional funds needed to receive the $750,000 grant. 

The Sletten Regional Cancer Institute is the dream of many 
in Northcentral Montana. Remember we must reach our goal in 
order to receive the $750,000 Kresge Foundation Challenge Grant. 
To make this dream come true, we need your help. Every dollar 
raised puts us closer to our goal of $827,552 needed by December 31,
2005. No gift is too small.

Here is How You 
Can Help!
• Give a contribution to The 

Sletten Regional Cancer 
Institute. Remember all gifts 
are welcome.

• Purchase an engraved Paver 
(More information on page 4.)

• Organize a fundraising 
event in your community. 
(See story on page 4.)

Another view of the continuing
construction at The Sletten
Regional Cancer Institute.



OPLE THROUGHOUT NORTHCENTRAL MONTANA

$1,000,000 and above
The Sletten Company Employees
Ray and Helen Fretz Estate

$500,000 – $999,999
** The Kresge Foundation

$250,000 – $499,999
Alvina Kramlich Estate
M. Kathy Rice
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sletten
Spectrum Medical, Inc.

$100,000 – $249,999
Anonymous
Benefis Healthcare Employees
Bill and Lynn Bloemendaal
Ian and Nancy Davidson
Dickman Excavation
Dufresne Foundation
Shirlee J. Thiebes
Robert F. and Shirley J. 

Jorgenson Sr. Foundation
James and Frances Wylder
Robert and Shirley Jorgenson
Tim and Martha Wylder

$50,000 – 99,999
Keith and Olive Ario Estate
Central Plumbing & Heating
CTA Architects Engineers
MayFaire 2004 Event Proceeds

$25,000 – $49,999
Anderson Steel Supply Co., Inc.
Anonymous
Martin W. Becker
John H. Goodnow
Dr. Grant and Deanna Harrer
Pacific Steel and Recycling
Neil and Evie Ugrin
Western Office Equipment, Inc.
Carter and Judy Williams

$10,000 – $24,999
Alexander Blewett Estate
David and Tanya Cameron
Cascade Electric Co.
Jim and Sandi Cummings
Andrew and Wendy Davidson
Dr. Paul and Cindy Dolan
Laura Goldhahn Konen 

and Dan Konen

$10,000 – $24,999 (cont.)
Guy Tabacco Construction Co.
Heritage Bank
Kenton and Julie Hickethier
Bob and Cindy James
Roland & Helen 

Lapee Family Foundation
Malisani, Inc. 
Dennis and Brenda Peterson
Lee and Vicki Roath
Stockman Bank
Mick and Suzie Taleff
Thomas, Dean & Hoskins, Inc.
Rodney and Marilyn Thorne
Sue and Ed Warren
Wells Fargo

An additional 901 donors
have given from $1 to
$9,999

** $750,000 if we raise $7,750,000



ith the newly awarded
Kresge Challenge

Grant, you can make a
significant contribution 

to The Sletten Regional Cancer
Institute by organizing a fundraising
event. Benefis Healthcare
Foundation is asking for your help.
If you belong to a service club,
organization or small community,
your contribution to The Sletten
Regional Cancer Institute could 
be planning a fundraising event.

Events could range from musical
concerts, walk-a-thons, spaghetti

dinners, horse-
back rides and
much more. No
event is too big,
or too small.
Remember that
every dollar raised
puts us closer to our
goal of $827,552 
needed by December
31, 2005.  

If your community, service
club or organization is interested in
organizing an event, please call the
Foundation office and let us know 

about your plans so that we can
support your event in any way 
possible. Please call 455-5840 
for more information.

W

ou can help “Build 
the Path” that will run

throughout The Sletten
Regional Cancer Institute 

by purchasing a beautifully
engraved Paver featuring your
name or the name of a loved one.
Your support will help insure that
hope is offered to cancer patients
in Northcentral Montana. 

Purchasing a Paver is also a unique
and wonderful opportunity to
memorialize a loved one, honor a
mentor, commemorate an event,
or simply make a public and lasting
showing of your support for the
Cancer Institute. 

Three sizes are available: 
6 x 6 Pavers – $125 each   
12 x 6 Pavers –$250 each   
12 x 12 Pavers –$500 each

The deadline for purchasing 
a Paver is             .
For more information or to 
request an order form, please 
call the Foundation office at 
455-5840.
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enefis Healthcare Foundation has 
a lengthy list of generous friends.
Without a doubt at the top of that 

list would be the late Keith and Olive
Ario and our friend the late Betty Sullivan.

The Legacy of Keith and Olive Ario 
Will Live Forever

Benefis Healthcare Foundation lost an extraordinary
and generous friend, Keith Ario, on April 16,
2004, at the age of 95. Keith and his late wife
Olive contributed more than $8 million to 
non-profit organizations in the state of Montana 
during their lifetime and through Keith’s estate. 

Thanks to Keith’s thoughtful
estate planning, the generosity
during his lifetime continues
even after his death. Benefis
Healthcare Foundation was
named as the remainder 
beneficiary in the estate of
Keith Ario totaling $3,700,000.

Although this was the largest gift Benefis
Healthcare Foundation received from Keith 
and Olive Ario it was not the only one. Other
gifts received throughout their lives were funds 
in excess of $625,000 to establish the Keith and
Olive Ario Endowment for Alzheimers Care and
a gift of $650,000 given toward the construction
of the Williams-Ario Regional Emergency Center,
which opened in 1998. Their gift toward the
Emergency Center was combined with a
$650,000 gift from Carter and Judy Williams 
to build the state-of-the-art facility.

Mr. Ario’s estate provided more than $6 million
to local non-profit organizations with the bulk
being directed to Benefis Healthcare Foundation
and McLaughlin Research Institute. Benefis 

Healthcare Foundation and McLaughlin
Research Institute have each established the
“Keith and Olive Ario Endowment Fund,” which
will help the organizations work together to 
further bond medical research and medical care.
An endowment is created to insure that the full
amount of the gift will be invested with the
income being used to further the mission of the
organization. 

Betty Sullivan
Betty Sullivan has been another
generous friend to the Foundation
and the hospital. Betty began
her career of volunteering at
Columbus Hospital in 1958. In
the early seventies, she became
the Director of Volunteers at
Columbus Hospital until her
retirement in the late eighties. Upon retiring she
resumed her volunteer days by volunteering one
day a week at both Columbus and Deaconess
Hospitals. Betty primarily volunteered in the
surgery waiting area and the Gift Shop at the
two hospitals.

Betty began her generous giving career to the 
Gift of Life Foundation in 1987 and continued
giving over the next 18 years. Over the span of
18 years she gave a total of 627 gifts. Betty was
known to the Foundation as a kind, thoughtful per-
son and was loved by everyone who met her. Betty
passed away on January 31, 2005 at Peace Hospice
of Montana Residential Facility at the age of 83 
surrounded by her family and friends. 

The Foundation cherishes the friendship of Keith,
Olive and Betty and we will miss them dearly. May
they rest in peace.

In Loving Memory
Benefis Healthcare Foundation Remembers Our Generous Friends
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he Kresge Foundation
headquartered in Troy,
Michigan, is an independent,

private foundation created by
the personal gifts of Sebastian S.
Kresge. It is not affiliated with any
corporation or organization.

Grants are made toward projects
involving construction or renovation
of facilities and the purchase of
major capital equipment or real
estate. Through their grant-making

process, they seek to strengthen the
capacity of charitable organizations
to provide effective programs of
quality. Grant recipients have
raised initial funds toward their
project prior to requesting assistance
from The Kresge Foundation. 

At the time of the December,
2004 grant announcements, the
Foundation had awarded 176
grants in 2004 for a total
$119,434,874. In 2003, the

Foundation reviewed 551 proposals
and awarded 142 grants totaling
$108,120,600 to charitable 
organizations in 35 states, the
District of Columbia, Bermuda
and Canada. Grants are made to
institutions operating in the areas
of higher education, health and
long-term care, arts and humanities,
human services, science and the
environment, and public affairs.

T
Check Out 
Our Website
Check out our website for updates 

on The Sletten Regional Cancer 

Institute Capital Campaign.

www.benefisfoundation.org

PO Box 7008 • Great Falls, MT • 59406-7008
2800 Eleventh Avenue South • Suite #23
(406) 455-5840 • 1-800-544-7798
FAX: (406) 455-4821
www.benefisfoundation.org
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